
hen retired Gen. John Albert 
Shaud stepped down as the Air 
Force Association’s executive 

director in 2002 after seven years, he 
didn’t foresee returning to serve again 
in AFA’s national o�  ce. More than a 
decade later, however, he returned as 
senior advisor to the association in May 
2013. He described his job as acting as “a 
sounding board” for AFA’s senior leaders.

Shaud retired from the Air Force in 
1991 after 35 years in uniform and more 
than 5,600 � ying hours in 35 di� erent air-
craft types, including 251 combat hours 
in the RF-4C during the Vietnam War.

Born on the outskirts of Cleveland in 
1933 to parents who were schoolteachers, 
Shaud grew up with a strong a�  nity for 
the military. “As a little boy in elementary 
school during World War II, soldiers 
were our heroes,” he said. Shaud was 
six years old when the war broke out in 
Europe. As a youngster, his father took 
him to see the Cleveland National Air 
Races where “a lot of very famous airmen 
raced,” he said.

In 1951, Shaud was studying premed at 
Lafayette College in Easton, Pa., when an 
Ohio congresswoman wrote him asking 
if he’d like to take a vacant spot at West 
Point. He accepted. 

At West Point, Shaud grew increasingly 
interested in the newly formed Air Force. 

“You had to be quali� ed for pilot train-
ing to go to the Air Force out of West 
Point,” he said. He decided to pursue 
that route, and after graduating in 1956, 
went on to pilot training school at Reese 

at Randolph AFB, Texas, where he helped 
transform pilot training.

Shaud’s last military assignment was as 
chief of sta�  of NATO’s Supreme Head-
quarters Allied Powers Europe in Mons, 
Belgium. � is tour “was incredible,” he 
said. “It went from full-up NATO and 
Warsaw Pact in 1988 to the Berlin Wall 
coming down on Nov. 9, 1989,” and the 
eventual dissolution of the Soviet Union. 

“All of that [was] happening before our 
eyes,” he said.

In his AFA role today, Shaud is advo-
cating for more interaction between the 
association’s chapters and the national 
o�  ce. As chapters become more aware 
of what’s available to them as an outlet, 
such as Wingman Magazine, AFA’s Cy-
berPatriot initiative, Mitchell Institute 
events, and the Wounded Airman Pro-
gram, he thinks chapter members will 

“want to DO something, not just show 
up for meetings.”

To have Wingman focus on what 
chapters are doing helps other chapters 

“get feedback: what seems to work, what 
doesn’t,” said Shaud. “� ere is more ap-
petite for that sort of engagement than 
you might think,” he said. “People are 
interested.”                                       

AFB, Texas. It was during this time that 
he met Janelle Ohlenbusch through his 
association with a church choir in Lub-
bock, Texas. � ey married and had three 
children: Patty, Jim, and Kathy.

Janelle passed away in 2006. In 2010, 
Shaud met Beverly Brockus during a 
dinner party. � e two married the fol-
lowing year.

Among Shaud’s notable Air Force 
memories is his time as commander 
of the 92nd Bombardment Wing at 
Fairchild AFB, Wash., when Mount St. 
Helens erupted in May 1980. “I knew 
we could � y from Spokane to Mount 
St. Helens. What I didn’t know was 
Mount St. Helens could � y to us,” he 
said. Fairchild was hosting an air show 
that day, but volcanic ash was approach-
ing. “I stopped the demonstration teams 
and [started] to send people home,” he 
said. Within a few short hours, the sky 

“became like dusk.”
Shaud had a brief (a year and two 

months) stint at Minot AFB, N.D., 
before one of his favorite assignments 
as director of plans on the Air Sta� . He 
went on to lead Air Training Command 
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AFA’s Senior Advisor John Shaud (right), then a major, stands with his backseater, Maj. 
Vic Coopland, at Tan Son Nhut AB, South Vietnam, in January 1969, after a hose-down 
marking completion of a combat tour fl ying the RF-4C Phantom II.
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